2020-21 Season
Digital program

Contents

Click on an item to navigate to its page.
Fourth Distinguished Lectureship features
Wynton Marsalis
Performance program
CU Presents Digital
Your support matters
CU Presents Personnel

is the home of performing arts at the University of Colorado Boulder.

The mission of the University of Colorado Boulder College of Music is
to inspire artistry and discovery, together.

As we gather, we honor and acknowledge that the University of Colorado’s four campuses are on the
traditional territories and ancestral homelands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute, Apache, Comanche,
Kiowa, Lakota, Pueblo and Shoshone Nations. Further, we acknowledge the 48 contemporary tribal
nations historically tied to the lands that comprise what is now called Colorado.
Acknowledging that we live in the homelands of Indigenous peoples recognizes the original stewards of
these lands and their legacies. With this land acknowledgment, we celebrate the many contributions of
Native peoples to the fields of medicine, mathematics, government and military service, arts, literature,
engineering and more. We also recognize the sophisticated and intricate knowledge systems Indigenous
peoples have developed in relationship to their lands.
We recognize and affirm the ties these nations have to their traditional homelands and the many
Indigenous people who thrive in this place, alive and strong. We also acknowledge the painful history of ill
treatment and forced removal that has had a profoundly negative impact on Native nations.
We respect the many diverse Indigenous peoples still connected to this land. We honor them and thank
the Indigenous ancestors of this place. The University of Colorado pledges to provide educational
opportunities for Native students, faculty and staff and advance our mission to understand the history
and contemporary lives of Native peoples.
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Fourth Distinguished Lectureship
features Wynton Marsalis
By Jessie Bauters
Despite distancing and thanks to virtual
conferencing, one of the College of Music’s most
important annual events will go on this winter. The
fourth annual Distinguished Lectureship in Music,
Diversity and Inclusion will feature a conversation
between the College of Music’s Diversity and
Outreach Coordinator Alma Ramos and Jazz at
Lincoln Center Orchestra Managing and Artistic
Director Wynton Marsalis.
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“Marsalis is such a prominent performer, composer
and educator in the jazz and classical realms,” Ramos
says. “There is also a lot we can learn from him about
his experience as a Black man within the profession
of music. It’s important for our BIPOC students, and
even faculty and staff, to be able to see themselves
within the realm of music in so many avenues.”
The Monday, Feb. 15, conversation is happening in
conjunction with Jazz at Lincoln Center Presents
The Democracy! Suite, a special, virtual Artist Series
event available Feb. 19-21.
Jazz at Lincoln Center Assistant Director of Touring
Daniel Israel says it’s a mission of the band and
a personal passion for Marsalis to make music
inclusive and accessible to everyone, regardless
of their background: “Our mission statement is:
‘We believe jazz is a metaphor for Democracy.
Because jazz is improvisational, it celebrates
personal freedom and encourages individual
expression. Because jazz is swinging, it dedicates
that freedom to finding and maintaining common
ground with others. Because jazz is rooted in the
blues, it inspires us to face adversity with persistent
optimism.’”
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Marsalis, who made a name for himself quickly as a
child prodigy on trumpet, went on to attend Juilliard;
perform with Dizzy Gillespie, Herbie Hancock, Sarah
Vaughan and others; and become a prolific composer,
author and activist. In his work with JLCO, Marsalis
has tried to make jazz and music education an
integrated part of school programs. Israel says one
silver lining of the pandemic has been the opportunity
to spread JLCO’s message to a broader audience.
Marsalis has also done several virtual talks this year,
reaching more audiences than ever before. Incoming
College of Music Dean John Davis says Marsalis will
bring a unique perspective to the college’s series.
“Wynton is an engaging speaker and brings a lot of
insight to the college’s Distinguished Lectureship on
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion series,” Davis explains.
“He has been a long-time advocate for diversity and
racial equity, both inside and outside of music.”
The Fourth Annual Distinguished Lectureship on Music, Diversity and Inclusion
is Feb. 15 at 11:30 a.m. Mountain Standard Time. For information about how
to access the event, and for tickets to the Jazz at Lincoln Center Presents The
Democracy! Suite virtual performance, visit the CU Presents website.
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Faculty Tuesdays
Time Art - Space Art

Paul Erhard, double bass
James Jordan, painter
Leslie Laskey, painter
Yali Rivlin, dancer and Roser Visiting Artist
Patti Sevensma, photographer
7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021

Hidden Treasures: 26 water landscape photos by
Patti Sevensma with 26 musical sketches
Paul Erhard (2020)
Two by Two painting/music improvisations
James Jordan, painter
Paul Erhard, double bass
Sand Box Trilogy Part 1: Dance/double bass
duo Improvisation in Indian raga Keervani
Yali Rivlin, dance
Paul Erhard, double bass
Acorns on the Roof: Solo double bass reflections
on a Leslie Laskey painting
Paul Erhard (2020)
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Marks and Music: A painting/music improvisation
Leslie Laskey, painter
Paul Erhard, double bass
Sand Box Trilogy Part 2: Dance/double bass
duo improvisation
Yali Rivlin, dance
Paul Erhard, double bass
Sand Box Trilogy Part 3: Dance/double bass
duo improvisation
Yali Rivlin, dance
Paul Erhard, double bass

Program notes
Time Art – Space Art is Paul Erhard’s newest venture
into the creative world of improvisation, drawing
upon his performance background as a classical
double bassist (solo, orchestra, chamber music),
jazz bassist and explorer of improvised raga music
of India as he and his “bowed double bass” create
improvised music collaborations with painters,
photographers, poets and dancers. Time Art –
Space Art was launched in November 2019 during
Erhard’s sabbatical in rural Northern Michigan, with
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Jim Jordan’s newly completed Southwest painting
perched on a chair. Impromptu, Erhard’s bass and
bow dove into the painting and journeyed around
many of the sections and details of the painting. A
particular scale emerged along with melodic ideas
that for Erhard conveyed the mood of various facets
of the painting. After Erhard’s “performance,” Jordan
remarked that what Erhard had just done is “Time
Art – Space Art because music happens in time and
art happens in space.”
This unexpected creative meeting of sounds and
painted images opened a new world of possibilities
for Erhard and Jordan, including Jordan painting to
Erhard’s recorded improvisations and their summer
2020 outdoor sessions, where the two explored the
process of responding to each other at the same
time through their respective mediums to create new
works of art. In addition to his work with Jordan,
Erhard has branched out to use improvisation as
a means of finding languages for collaborating
with photographers, other painters, a poet, and
most recently dancer Yali Rivlin. This evening’s
performance pairs Erhard with four wonderful
artists. All of the works on the program are rooted in
Erhard’s double bass improvisations.
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Hidden Treasures
Patti Sevensma writes: “After discussions about our
common love for the Lake Michigan shoreline I chose
about 50 photographs all relating to water. I put these
into a video for us to view together. We worked to
narrow down the images … eliminating some and
giving others more time by introducing cropped
segments of several. Then it was Paul’s turn to create
the music, perform it on his double bass and make
our video collaboration come to life. Our video Hidden
Treasures is alive and I am humbly proud and pleased
to be part of this artistic collaboration, a first for me.”
Paul Erhard writes: “Once Patti and I had the 26
photographs organized into a slide show, with
my bass in hand and an audio recorder running,
I looked at each photo, felt the response that
each photograph elicited in me and began to play.
Improvised music emerged from my bass. The
initial translating of the photos into sound went
very quickly, with often no more than a few minutes
per photo. Once I had musical sketches for all 26
photos, I notated what I had played, and made a few
adjustments. This process was the first time I have
created music in this way. Like Patti, I too am very
pleased with the outcome.”
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Two by Two painting/music improvisations
Paul Erhard and Jim Jordan’s outdoor improvisations
in summer 2020 involved Jim with canvas on easel,
brushes and paint, and Paul and his bass seated
close by. Before beginning, Jordan had marveled
at the fascinating texture and knots on the trunk
of a large cedar tree nearby. Using these shapes
as inspiration, the two began and created for 25
minutes. It was an exhilarating experience. This
kind of live painter/musician communicating was
a first for both. A number of other painting/music
improvisational conversational pieces followed. With
each piece, Jordan and Erhard analyzed the process,
and began to distill what seemed to be most
essential. With this evening’s improvisations Two by
Two Erhard and Jordan explore the immediacy of
responding in gesture, motion and color.
Sand Box Trilogy
Paul Erhard and Yali Rivlin have been friends for a
number of years. Erhard knew of Rivlin’s background
as a dancer, but had never seen him dance. In
January 2020, Rivlin was visiting Boulder, and Erhard
invited him to come to Erhard’s Basic Improvisation
class in the CU College of Music to interact with
the students. Rivlin’s dancing was astonishingly
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powerful, fresh and energetic, stimulating amazing
creativity between Rivlin and the students. So
impressed by Rivlin’s dancing, Erhard invited Yali to
attend a subsequent class. Again the results were
inspiring. Thinking in terms of Time Art – Space
Art, Erhard was intrigued to explore dance/music
improvisations with Rivlin. In the summer of 2020 in
Northern Michigan where Rivlin lives, the two agreed
to get together to dance and play. An artistic rapport
quickly established between the two. More meetings
followed, leading to the preparation and presenting of
their first public outdoor concert. Rivlin shared a video
of the performance with dance performer/pedagogue
Tal Haran in Tel Aviv. Haran’s encouraging response
gave added impetus to Rivlin and Erhard’s interest in
continuing to develop their duo.
This evening’s collaboration is Erhard and Rivlin’s
second concert, the culmination of three weeks
of rehearsals in Boulder. Haran attended several
rehearsals via zoom from Tel Aviv, offering valuable
guidance. Her excellence and wisdom as an artist
and pedagogue has helped Rivlin and Erhard in the
maturing of their improvisational communication.
One of the many inspiring thoughts that Haran
imparted is “there is nothing more serious than
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children at play.” Rivlin and Erhard have taken this as
inspiration for the three improvisations they present
this evening in their Sandbox Trilogy.
Sand Box Trilogy Part 1 is based musically on the
Indian raga Keervani, with the notes of the Western
D harmonic minor scale. Sand Box Trilogy Parts 2
and 3 are being performed without any previously
written scores.
Acorns on the Roof: Solo double bass reflections on
a Leslie Laskey painting
Acorns on the Roof is inspired by Paul Erhard’s
painting/music collaborations with painter Leslie
Laskey during the 2020 summer in Michigan, and
is a musical rendering of specific painting that
Laskey came up with in one of their meetings last
summer. The work is in a compact rondo form A
B A’ C A” D A”’ E A (coda). With each return, the
rondo theme is varied from the original. The work,
focusing on the lower register of the double bass,
incorporates a number of Laskey observations of
polka dance feel, low, high, dark, percussive, lyrical,
connected ... Acorns on the Roof was composed for
a documentary film on Laskey that is being made by
film maker David Wild. Acorns is dedicated to Laskey.
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Marks and Music: A painting/music improvisation
Artist, painter and educator Leslie Laskey has been
a strong creative influence on Paul Erhard’s work
interfacing music and visual arts. In 2016, Erhard
and his family began spending time with Leslie at
his summer studio in Northern Michigan. In Laskey’s
studio there is a steady flow of former art students
from Washington University coming to be revitalized
in their professional careers. Laskey is a master at
encouraging looking at life and one’s surroundings
in new ways, always challenging his students to
keep their creative process growing. Being with
Laskey and his students has given Erhard a deeper
understanding of visual arts and inspired Erhard
to expand his musical creativity in ways that led to
Time Art – Space Art.
In May 2020, Erhard and Laskey’s summer
collaboration began with Erhard recording more
than 70 improvisations seeking to capture in music
elements of Laskey’s 2020 painting project he calls
The Poetry of Landscape. This was followed by
multiple sessions in Michigan as Erhard and Laskey
explored developing a language for their music/
painting creations. Laskey refers to his painted
gestures on paper as marks, which for him have
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musical sounds. Laskey and Erhard’s work involves
a dialogue of Laskey finding words to express what
he “hears” with each mark, and Erhard translating
Laskey’s explanations into sound. The two discuss
and play back and forth until Laskey is satisfied with
Erhard’s musical renditions. This evening’s Marks
and Music is a continuation of the fascination Laskey
and Paul have for their artistic journey together.

Personnel
Paul Erhard (click to read biography)
James Jordan
Painter James Jordan received a Bachelor of
Science in art education from Western Michigan
University. He also studied painting, pottery and
life drawing at the University of Michigan and
The Cranbrook Institute as a post-graduate. He
took a special interest in photography which he
incorporated into his teaching. He taught early
childhood education, including Head Start, through
secondary education for 30 years. During those
years, he raised a family with two daughters, built
a house and participated in art shows with his
paintings and pottery. Retired now, he still paints
C-9

2020-21 Season

CU COLLEGE OF MUSIC

every day, encouraging his granddaughters to paint
along with him. He has an interest in studying the
night sky through a self-designed telescope in his
Northern Michigan home.
Jordan hopes his art makes a point of the meaningful
depiction of planet earth, its history and evolution in
the universe. He envisions to raise consciousness of
a future healthy planet. Jordan and double bassist
Paul Erhard began collaborating in 2019 exploring
the intersection of musical interpretations of Jordan’s
completed painting Southwest. This was followed
by Jordan painting to a recording Paul made for him
of improvised bass playing. During the summer of
2020, in the outdoors Jordan and Erhard ventured
into a new realm of simultaneously improvised music
and painting. Recently, Jordan and Erhard have
continued developing their improvisations remotely.
Leslie Laskey
Leslie Laskey, born in 1921 in Northern Michigan,
enlisted in the United States army in World War
II (England, France, Germany and Belgium), was
discharged after five years, came to New York and
then on to Chicago. Laskey studied at the Chicago
Institute of Design (now the Illinois Institute of
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Technology) with founder and American Bauhaus
pioneer László Moholy-Nagy. Laskey joined the
faculty at North Carolina State University in 1952. In
1954, Laskey was awarded a prestigious Rockefeller
Grant to work and study at Indiana University to
pursue a second Master of Fine Arts degree. He
joined the faculty of the Washington University
School of Architecture in 1956, and was soon
charged with developing the basic design program.
In 1982 he received the Distinguished Faculty Award,
and in 1986 he received the Distinguished Professor
Award from the Association of Collegiate Schools
of Architecture. Named professor emeritus in 1987,
Laskey trained generations of students in a career
spanning five decades.
Painter, printmaker, sculptor and photographer,
Laskey is a man of many talents. He remains
a prolific artist who continually pushes the
artistic envelope, both in his daily life, as well
as in all expressions of his multi-faceted art. His
collaborations with double bassist Paul Erhard began
in the summer of 2020 with improvised conjunctions
of marks and sounds. Laskey has stayed faithful to
his Bauhaus roots by his continual exploration of
the process through abstraction and form, positive
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and negative shapes, color relationships and a wide
variety of materials. His work has been exhibited in
Chicago, New York, North Carolina and St. Louis.
Yali Rivlin
Yali Rivlin grew up in Israel and the United States.
He began to dance at the age of 19 in Ann Arbor,
Michigan after experiencing a performance by
the Batsheva Dance Company. He moved back
to Israel to participate intensively in Gaga classes
in Tel-Aviv taught by members of the Batsheva
Dance Company (Gaga is the movement language
developed by BDC director Ohad Naharin).
Rivlin was accepted to the intensive five-month
MASA program, directed by the KCDC (Kibbutz
Contemporary Dance Company). The following year,
he was accepted to the Ha’Sadna, the dance school
in Kibbutz Ga’aton, Israel, founded by the great
dance pioneer Yehudit Arnon. In 2011, Rivlin entered
SEAD (Salzburg Experimental Academy of Dance) in
Austria, graduating in 2015. He continued to work
professionally in Europe, receiving grant support
from both the Austrian and Israeli Governments for
his personal dance work, the work of his collective
and for the danceWEBscholarship program, which
is part of ImPulseTanzfestival in Vienna, Austria.
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While in Salzburg Rivlin, in collaboration with seven
other members, founded the Yugsamas Movement
Collective.
Rivlin’s style of movement can be described as
structured improvisation highly attentive to the
present moment, acutely aware of the situations
that are being created, and aiming to instantly
channel the unfolding narrative. Improvisation is a
place of alchemy where one can create a dynamic
of emotions that are tangible and accessible. Rivlin
began to collaborate with double bass improviser
Paul Erhard in 2020 in Michigan. Rivlin and Erhard
immediately had a strong connection and began to
base their work on improvisation and the freedom
of the present moment. In 2021, they meet again
to further deepen their research. Rivlin is a Roser
Visiting Artist.
Patti Sevensma
Artist Patti Sevensma works in photography,
watercolor, mixed media, collage and clay. She lives
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Sevensma attended
both Hope College and Grand Rapids Community
College, has attended many workshops lead by
well-known artists and has studied with Loretta
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Sailors since 1992. “Growing up along the coast of
Lake Michigan, I have always been fascinated by
the water. I used to sit and study the lake for hours.
It’s easy to see the influence the lake has had on
my work. I can never resist toting my camera along
whenever I head in that direction. Lake Michigan is
beautiful, serene, awesome and terrifying all at the
same time. To me, art is the same way every project
is an adventure in and of itself.”
Sevensma has exhibited in juried art shows around the
country and in the United Kingdom, taking awards and
prizes in a number of shows. Locally in Grand Rapids,
she has exhibited in ArtPrize, Forest Hills Fine Arts
Center, Grand Rapids Festival of the Arts, Muskegon
Art Museum Regional Competition, Winter Festival in
Grand Haven, Van Singel Auditorium Gallery, LowellArts
Regional Exhibits, Meijer Gardens Active Member
Show, First United Methodist Church Celebration of
the Arts and many others group and solo exhibits.
Sevensma is a signature member of the National
Collage Society and a master fellowship member of the
International Society of Experimental Artists ISEA. She
is president of the board of directors for ISEA.
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Early Music Ensemble, 2018

Watch. Listen. Gather. Online.

Each week we bring you curated creations from the
artists you’d see in any other CU Presents season, in
the comfort of your own home.

Learn more
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Japenese Ensemble, 2017

Today and every day,
your support matters.
Gifts to the College of Music Dean’s Annual Fund
have a greater impact than ever before, serving as
the college’s lifeline to address the rapidly changing
needs of our students, faculty, staff and programs.
Your support helps keep our people safe and our
music alive.
Click here to
give online
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